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Development and Key Technologies of Vertical Takeoff
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Abstract: Reusable launch vehicle (RLV) technology is an effective way to reduce launch cost,
raise the launching frequency. and decrease the hazard of the debris. With the successful recovery
and reuse of Falcon 9, the vertical takeoff vertical landing (VTVL) RLVs have demonstrated
strong competitiveness in commercial space launch market and turned reusable launch vehicle tech-
nology into a new research focus. In this paper, the development status of VT VL reusable launch
vehicle technology is described firstly, and the key technology is analyzed by combining the charac-
teristics of VTVL launch task. Finally the future development roadmap of VTVL launch vehicle is
concluded.
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iz 4% (reusable launch vehicle, RLV) B#&&
W A I sz B R E AL, MY T AR g — ks
O, AT IS A S T8 0B AR DA M T R
OB E KT 55 IR, AR B 40k 8] T 2 4
b, gy SRR mER, A PE AR
PAT R GHTE 55 AR R A 1 2k n]
O3 PE T 4 7w SR OAS . T A SR A I A Y B
A E I W N S 1 N i R 7 AT s = B E B s e
HEMaRS, wBET RS R, EEHE K/
JK S [ 9% (vertical takeoff horizontal landing,
VTHL). K¥F# K /KR (horizontal takeoff
horizontal landing, HTHL) #13E B & &/ H %
% (vertical takeoff vertical landing, VTVL) 4§,

AR T HC Al A 7 52, R R K/ TR B R R
(e BRFE s #de LK ks WifEsh . RIS
g5 KT AME I BEAT N IR Bl (3G 0 3 Rl 92 i LA
Mg eSS . BT AME KA K /G, BE
T N 5 A% Ry 4 R0 ER A S S A HLAY . AT FE BN
AT AT A Rl O R R A R R M A
AR B RN, Uk R A AR, A OR,
SpaceX S K 2> ) HY RO 2 EE s 248
BT ST A O A Y, 3 R R O ORE
W — R AT AT R B AR, TERL AR & T
HABSRMTES T3, TEARKEH K, KR ET R
PRI rhts BAT 32 59 0

ARSCE X IE R FEAES RS, 5k
IAFE IR, A5 & o T8 B R RIS # A
W B, B 4t 2 R B IS A 1 &
Jeta s,

1 EEEREHIFLZERANK

A PR BRIz A IS 20 tE4l 60 AEARHR
TriG . a2 3 2% R LG DL AL 8 it K 2 ) /Y
EEEAA, WA T ZRGE N T AR 2K CORFE 5
JIERED) i R s B 7 R ORI R AT R
1.1 ROOST/ROBUS

20 fhad 60 A AN, 3¢ B IE M BT AL A
(Douglas Aircraft Company, MO AFEET) BT
F2UH Philip Bono $2 5 7 0l 5 & fif FH 3 B 7% B2
ABIE HAR AR, L 1 B RS AR 10 e IR
ROOST (Recoverable One Stage Orbital Space
Truck ) Al ROMBUS"™ ( Reusable Orbital
Module, Booster, and Utility Shuttle) J& X ##Y

3%, ROMBUS (¥ Bl #7538 i B 7% < i, 2
8 3 A sh AL S A R A v O R T B 2% v AL
Fig S PR 3 T g

B 1 ROMBUS
Fig.1 ROMBUS

1.2 Apollo Lunar Module

20 T2g 60 4E4R, S LA T T IR 1] M BK
5 BT B R et 1 Bk B TR AT AR
Rl 25 % A it (Apollo Lunar Module)™® | fif
W% AR T REGOR BT N, il T R
i B R A BRR W, AR5 s BT RE T
Megreg, LIk S pl s TR B KB T T BR,
BEA 1969 4EPTIE A 11 5 1y M2 & A Ik b, 3 B
E R Iz BT 2B TR IE

B2 MiEFEAMR
Fig. 2 Apollo Lunar Module

1.3 DC-X/DC-XA

Zoit— R G R RS R T RO ES
20 22 90 AR, & iE A F (McDonnell Douglas.,
PO IFABEE) ARG S [ By #8 ks By 18 11 ) 21 21
TORBER T — KB R ARz s, TRAERESEE 2 By
BA ™ T 1+ 3 4 il K AT %% DCX (Delta
Clipper-Experimental, = i), & 3 (a)
iR, DCX AT 4 WA A LS. T 1993 4F
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K, #1995 AFILHEAT 8 W KATIER . HE Tk
KL B Ml HREEMERE. RS 8 W AT
d, BT DC-X DLZ 4. 27m/s 18 B T 2 bl 5 5
HAFEIR . DC-X 1Y ®ATIREG R Bl an & 1 iR .

(a) DC-X
3 DC-X #1 DC-XA
Fig. 3 DC-X and DC-XA

(b) DC-XA

F1 DC-X XTI R
Tab.1 DC-X test program

ER ] Frgemti /s " /m R
1993.08. 18 59 46 e}
1993.09. 11 66 92 JRY)
1993. 09. 30 72 370 R
1994. 06. 20 136 870 2 #)]
1994. 06. 27 78 790 )]
1995. 05. 16 124 1330 ial]
1995. 06. 12 132 1740 i)
1995. 07. 07 124 2500 N

1995 4%, FLEEZM M KR (NASA) Xf
DC-X W RZIHL. WA . MR HEAT T o0, oo
Ja AR 56 K AT 48 8 DC-XA  (Delta Clipper-Ex-
perimental Advanced)"*"™, & 3 (b) frmw.
DC-XA 78 1996 4F LT T 4 AT G, Hp o
2 WM 3 W AT R i ()AL 26h; 7E56 4 R€AT
W, T 2 DEREARRIF, RS EUR
e, Rseh Ti=Z% 4, WHZIE, DC-XA €47
REE SN 2 Fis .,

F2 DC-XA ®ITiRIE
Tab.2 DC-XA test program

H 39 Frgemta) /s ¥ /m R
1996. 05. 18 62 244 R
1996. 06. 07 64 590 R
1996. 06. 08 142 3140 R
1996.07. 31 140 1250 T

1.4 RVT

1998 4% H A F i il 25 WF 5 JF R ALK (JAXA)
T A EE M H AT AL (Reusable Vehicle
Testing, RVTD) WiH, X kzhdl., IREEZH. &
PERE . B Ak g5 A R A R A OC B B R HE AT R
PELE i 4 s . RVT R AEHLANE 5 DC-
X AL, FHEEA 4 BB, HACRM 1 A1)
AWE KM, B 2009 4 RVT k17 14 &
IURFN

oo ool
4 RVT
Fig. 4 RVT

1.5 XA-0.1 &7l

2009 4F, Masten Space Systems 2% & & 1T 1
Xombie/Xoie & H i [ K # i 50 F & 76 1 NASA
K# M Lunar Lander Challenge 3% %% " BUAS 416 ik
FAE ML AL A & T Xaero/Xodiac 4 XA-0.1 &
F1) e 1 R KT RIS S B, Masten 4\ A I B
Wog A o A H T I L ANk 3 RNIAL 5 R, i
78 3 B BE K HTHE AR . Masten 24 6 19 5 2 H AR
JESLITC N BE TR RAT. & H bR R RS L
TR LK A BT

R 3 Masten AR EERLETESE AN

Tab.3 Masten’s VI'VL Reusable Launch Rockets

E ELR B R R /m o B KIS R m
Xombie XA-0.1-B-1 495. 6 800

Xoie XA-0. 1-E-1 53 50
Xaero-A XA-0. 1-E-2 443. 8 0
Xaero-B XA-0. 1-E4 300 0

Xodiac XA-0. 1-E-5 496 301




30 TS A 2018 4F 3 A

m"*'::w

|
e
i

I ——

(a) Xombie (b) Xoie (¢) Xaero-A (d) Xaero-B (e) Xaero-C
5 Masten 2 5 EE A2 T B 5 8 B A
Fig. 5§ Masten’s VIVL Reusable Launch Rockets

1.6 New Shepard/New Glenn Blue Origin = 2016 4 9 4R 2047 T HAEAE B &
2000 fF 019 ERIRA T Blue Origio g T T EHIEE RSB H e
BTSRRI 25 K S b g, o e Clenn JH TARATELBAAHES
# e e L H#HE (LEO) AREM A 45t, HiREHAEN Tm,
AT G B 6 G 5 566 0, 48 8 T 4 ML L) 4 ‘ 7
P . —_ ﬁ’j‘jﬂ/ﬁg& (%ﬁ‘l{( 82m) %ﬂ:g&ﬁﬁj‘: (%’l"]“ﬁ 95m)o
ARZRAT S5 . 2015 4F 11 H 23 B, XA AR R 7 4 BEA R GRETE . — R
%5 R A BE-3 B AP GRAWED T HLE K S S
% New Shepard (100. 5km & B, I % 32 31 B A7 6 BE-4 Vacuum Rifl GRATED . %R
I Ji—f BE-SU Rah#l GRAWE) . #&F 2020
WL T 11 B YK 56 A B 4 AL G D - T

FHrwEH (WHE 7)., 5 New Shepard 351,
9% ] A B oz b [2-3]
RLV Hb?ﬁﬁﬂﬁk%f%ﬂm,.‘\ﬁﬁﬁ%lﬁﬁlﬂi . New Glenn f i fE 2 0 £ e o T 42
2016 A 1 H 22 H. [l Yy BY #E 9 Bk & O

(101. 7Tkm =5 IR mi 3 R B, R o5 . e e New Clona

B 36 T R R RLV Bl 9 7 1A 1 1 s 59K

1. 2016 4E4 A 2 H., 2016 46 A 19 HH 2016 [y T T > N

10 H 5 H, Fl—#i ST T8 3 . B4R

New Glenn
85 W (EJa 1 WO KRG ST Ik, New ;E' - RE-AGE 7
Shepard 1) & it 5 & fi G GL AN El 6 Fiws E 7 New Glenn

Fig. 7 New Glenn

1.7 Falcon %7l

SpaceX f& 2002 FF S MAAM K AT, BIE
REAIR S [B) i AR I KRB R, © 8 ) & & Fal-
con (JEJE) iz 38 K il Dragon (JB) F &
A, SR AL b BR A K SR 55

TEH T P PR AR IZ 2K FT Faleon 1 (Y54 I,
SpaceX T I AR 12 2 K i Faleon 9 v1.0, —
FHRM 9 & Merlin-1C A M & Sl (3X3 4
B nE 8 (@ ). YR 1 Merlin-1C B2
R T 2010 49K, KO — TG B R S R e A
], 7ERFMMR AT s, T #iAR Tk 2

(a) %5t (b) HBE TEAEFF ARSI T HAiy 5 BOT i g 4. SpaceX
B 6 New Shepard f) % 5f 5 %& b TRFE T AR J5 SO 1) T B BE R 2011 4R IX

Fig. 6 Launch and landing of New Shepard INFNAR T A E@Fﬁ ZE ARG KRR (SpaceX
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reusable launch system development program), % il
R AR 52 IR 1. 2 Gy PRk 2 A 1T,
FFTEE NI N PRI S

(a) v.0 —FREFHVHEE (b) vl.1 —FREZFHHNHEE
8 TFalcon 9 v1.0 F1 vl. 1 —F R EZshHL R

Fig. 8 First stage engine configurations of

Falcon 9 v1. 0 and vl. 1

WEBE (Grasshopper) J& SpaceX #f — I H i
Bk ge « AT #RY . SR 1 & Merlin-1D & h#lL.
WmE 9 (a) FiR, Grasshopper F 2012 4F 9 A ~
2013 4F 10 AIL#E4T T 8 WRATIAER . R AT R
JEN 744m, FKBER N 100m (W& 4, W T
K A RS I A B AR P RS B S .
SR SRR

(a) HEHE (b) F9R Dev
9 HESZEFN FOR Dev

Fig. 9 Grasshopper and FIR Dev

& 4 HEHE (Grasshopper) XITIRIER
Tab. 4 Grasshopper test program

H FRELmfE /s = /m R
2012.09. 21 3 1.8 JLL
2012.11. 01 8 5.4 JLI
2012.12. 17 29 40 )]
2013.03. 07 34 80 2%
2013. 04. 17 61 250 %))

T F R R ] T S A R UK S SRR R A 31
gk
H FReLmta s = /m PR
2013.06. 14 68 325 ]
2013.08.13 60 250 el
2013.10. 07 79 744 T

TE v1. 0 Wy REAl | SpaceX FF&#EH T Falcon 9
vl. 1, —FZCRM 9 A Merlin-1D & A & shHL
(Octaweb &, K 8 (b) ), Z¥AH M HIRIH
PO A A A R R . —FHRA 1 &5 Merlin-1D K
25N, BREK N 68.4m (—F 4 M 42.6m), H
£ 3.66m, T 2013 4FH &, [, RA vl 1 —
FHIFE ) H BRI CIT8F FIR Dev (Falcon
9 Reusable Development Vehicles) F 2014 4F 4 H
RPN TH 3 AR T s AR, nE 9 (b)
fiis. #2014 4F 8 H FIR Devl L HEFT 4 AT
W, KRR 1000m, 5 4 W T1% 8 gl s
. TR AT T AT RE ST A FIR Dev2
T 2015 4F 2 H 19 H#4F1E. 757 & FIR Dev ik
IRy RI B, SpaceX FF IR #E1T Falcon 9 ZHL 5% fE
—FYER M) AT,

() Wk (Falcon 9 v1. 1)

Falcon 9 v1.1 L3475 ¥ (201349 A 29 H
KM, 2014 4F 4 A 18 H., 2014 4£ 7 A 14 H.
2014 4E 9 H 21 H. 20154E 2 H 11 H3) #m
B AT IR, W — R AR b i T
WE 10 (),

(2) HFERDR (5 1 B BL, Falcon 9 v1. 1)

Falcon 9 vl.1 T2 201541 H 10 H. 2015 & 4
A 14 HM 2016 4E 1 A 17 HELNE FERFEA
HEAT T B8R B AT I, M ik, WA 10
(b),

TE v1. 1 U B PR Z 5 I, SpaceX it —#
it & T Falcon 9 v1. 2 (Full Thrust, FT), —
R RNHLEHH 9 5 Merlin-1D kB, — % H
1 &5 Merlin-1D B %5 R #E A, e KK BEH 70m,
T 2015 4F 12 HE K,

(3) #ERME GF 2 BrBt, Falcon 9 v1.2)

FTF Falcon 9 v1. 2, SpaceX JFJEH 2 Br B iy
ARG . 2015 4F 12 A 22 H, 5 1 Wb @
W, W 11 (a)s 2016 4E 4 A 8 H, B 1 &
W E Ry 2017 4E 3 H 30 H. —F 9 kK
DI ot o o, W 11 (b, R ZE 2017
412 A, Falcon 9 v1.2 & SHELL AN 5 iR,
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(a) 5 mEEAN (b) & BRI
& 10 Falcon 9 v1. 1 7 T #% fil 3= A0 4% & Bk i
Fig. 10 Ocean touchdown attempts and landing attempts of Falcon 9 vl1.1
(a) i 47 (b) B LEK
& 11 Falcon 9 v1. 2 HhH B W 5K Th #A i _E B Th
Fig. 11 Ground pad landing success and drone ship landing success of Falcon 9 v1. 2
%5 Falcon 9 vl.2 REER K
Tab. 5 List of Falcon 9 vl. 2 launches
A (UTO) —FRRS A A/ kg H AR 18
1% ik

2015. 12. 22 B1019 2034 LEO ] b T 1 2
2016. 03. 04 B1020 5271 GTO ] R
2016. 04. 08 B1021. 1~ 3136 LEO ] R
2016. 05. 06 B1022 1696 GTO e 1R
2016. 05. 27 B1023. 1 3100 GTO AL 1L
2016. 06. 15 B1024 3600 GTO ] 5 R
2016.07. 18 B1025. 1 2257 LEO e b T 1 2
2016. 08. 14 B1026 4600 GTO ] fEA WY
2016. 09. 01 B1028 5500 GTO R S I R T b
2017.01. 14 B1029. 1 9600 LEO ] 1L
2017.02. 19 B1031. 1 2490 LEO el Hb T R
2017.03. 16 B1030 5600 GTO AL KR IEAT
2017. 03. 30 B1021. 2 5300 GTO B 1L
2017. 05. 01 B1032. 1 KN TF LEO el Hb T R
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H# (UTO — TR A B A kg H 38
1155 fi] iz

2017.05. 15 B1034 6070 GTO 3 RiEAT
2017. 06. 03 B1035. 1 2708 LEO el Ho T AL 2N
2017. 06. 23 B1029. 2 3669 GTO ) ity R
2017. 06. 25 B1036. 1 9600 LEO ) ity BRI
2017.07. 05 B1037 6761 GTO ) ES iz
2017. 08. 14 B1039. 1 3310 LEO e b THT AR 2
2017. 08. 24 B1038. 1 475 SSO AL g _F R
2017.09. 07 B1040. 1 4990+ LEO ;2] o TR
2017. 10. 09 B1041. 1 9600 LEO ;%Y Al
2017.10. 11 B1031.2 5200 GTO v g L A2
2017. 10. 30 B1042. 1 3500 GTO ) AL
2017.12. 15 B1035. 2 2205 LEO R T IR
2017.12. 23 B1036. 2 9600 LEO ) T 17 454 fik
TEMCHATE] . SpaceX (198 KM I H KA Bl 9] 4

Wit Rt rE 2014 4F 5 A, AT 5 O i i

(DragonFly), P 12 s, 2017 4£ 7 A, i Tk

TR, b QAR B HCE R  Bl e A O

12 454E (DragonFly)
Fig. 12 DragonFly 13 Falcon Heavy

Fig. 13 Falcon Heavy

$5F Falcon 9 1 45 W5 4~ A 7] i) 5 FL & B — F
2% (UL 13), SpaceX W) T —AC & M iz 3% & Fi F
Falcon Heavy T 2018 4£ 2 A 6 H & Klzh®, m
1E 2017 FHEPRFM AL . SpaceX 2 H A
TOH KRR R TR K6 R iz 48 #4% BFR (Big

Falcon Rocket), Hi— ., T2 ¥yn] i & % fifi - v] & B 14 BFR
=R R Fig. 14 BFR

vehicle Length:106m  Booster Length:58m  Booster Length:52,700kN
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oA — 2L PLAG FNA A3 T IF 5 T — S 1
it B iz & 4 LK F 5. 1 #5 Rotary Rocket
Company (2 8%7=) ¥ Rotary Rocket, Armadillo

Aerospace (% 7= #f Exos Acrospace W ) 1

Super Mod fil Stig, DA} NASA Y Mighty Eagle
Lander 1 Morpheus Lander 28, UL 15,

(a) Rotary Rocket (b) Super Mod

(c) Stig

(e) Marpheus Lander

(d) Mighty Eagle Lander

15 H 09 58 B 2 PR AR
Fig. 15 Other VI'VL Rockets
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