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Abstract: Space Transportation System includes Expendable Launch Vehicle (ELV), Reusable
Launch Vehicle (RLV) and orbital transfer vehicle. Nowadays, the majority of China’s space
launch missions are accomplished by ELVs. The beginning of China’s launch vehicles dates back
from the 1960s, and with the efforts of more than half a century, 17 launch vehicles, 9 upper sta-
ges are developed to be capable of launching various payloads to low, medium and high orbit. In
this paper, the development and main achievement of China Space Transportation System in the
past 60 years are summarized.
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Fig. 1 Division of space transportation system
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Fig. 2 Profiles of the new generation launch vehicle
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Fig. 3 'The maiden flights of new generation launch vehicles
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Fig. 4 Parafoil recovery scheme and demonstration verification of launch vehicle booster
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